
 

Socio-geographical explora/ons in the Anzio sea. Interviews, par/cipatory mapping and 
bio-chemical data collec/on on the state of the water.

 

Anzio, 4 April 2025 The research work of the CO>SEA ‘Collabora7ve Laboratory for the Sea 
and Socio-Environmental Sustainability in the Gulf of Anzio’ project con7nues in the sea of 
Anzio. The CO>SEA research team of the MEMOTEF Department of the Sapienza University of 
Rome with the independent visual produc7on agency Raw-News, the support of the Lega 
Navale Italiana - Anzio sec7on, the collabora7on of the Department of Biotechnology, 
Chemistry and Pharmacy of the University of Siena, and the patronage of the Municipality of 
Anzio, conducted the first explora7on to map and document the state of the sea in Anzio. 



 

The social mapping, accompanied by visual documenta7on, has seen the CO>SEA team, in 
collabora7on with Legambiente Anzio-NeTuno Circolo ‘Le Rondini’, engaged in a sea 
expedi7on of the Gulf and coastal sampling and monitoring ac7vi7es, aimed at documen7ng 
the state of the coastal sea and the coastline, iden7fying cri7cal ecological, environmental, 
and social issues. The objec7ve of the research is to carry out a par7cipatory survey of the 
cri7cal issues of Anzio's marine and coastal territory reported by ci7zens and by scien7fic and 
ins7tu7onal research (such as those produced by ARPA, ISPRA, GoleTa Verde and the SeaPaCS 
project), bringing to public aTen7on the main emergencies requiring prompt ac7on. The 
methodology adopted, based on a combina7on of par7cipatory ac7on research and visual 
repor7ng, aims at experimen7ng on Anzio and defining a research method to analyse and 
address socio-environmental issues related to the global ocean that reverberate in local seas. 



 

 

The mapping work was made possible thanks to the voluntary par7cipa7on of ci7zens 
interviewed - representa7ves of ins7tu7ons, civil society, workers and sea-goers - and the 
results will be made available in summer 2025. So far, fourteen in-depth interviews have been 
conducted with gate-keepers and stakeholders who agreed to par7cipate, recorded or video-
recorded, and now undergoing the process of seman7c analysis, geolocalisa7on and content 
mapping. Ci7zens interviewed were asked to highlight the main issues affec7ng the sea in the 
Gulf of Anzio. The ques7ons concerned the impact, at a local level, of the cri7cal issues 
affec7ng the health of the oceans at a global level, as well as the ac7ons taken, such as the 
safeguarding and care prac7ces implemented by the inhabitants. The interviews allowed for 
the collec7on of crucial informa7on through transect walks and field observa7ons with 
par7cipants, on which trans-disciplinary processing of the results is currently underway. 

 



In parallel, a process of marine water sampling in the vicinity of sewage treatment plant 
discharges and discharge points into the sea was ini7ated. The results of the bio-chemical 
analyses will contribute to the defini7on of the cri7cality of the area and will be set out in the 
research report under prepara7on.  

What is CO>SEA  

CO>SEA is a research team ac7ve at the Sapienza University of Rome - MEMOTEF Department 
in collabora7on with the independent visual produc7on agency Raw-News, which promotes 
interdisciplinary, cross-sectoral and interna7onal studies in the field of Marine Social 
Geography and Visual Research. The aim is to inves7gate the socio-ecological transforma7ons 
affec7ng the global Ocean and reflected in local seas, and the connec7ons between human 
and non-human society and the Ocean, drawing on Marine Social Science and Cri7cal Ocean 
Studies. The team adopts par7cipatory ac7on-research, ci7zen science and visual 
documenta7on methodologies, framing the sea as both a conceptual and a physical space to 
rethink our role within complex and evolving ecological systems. 

The crea7on of the research team was made possible by the European Commission's Ci7zen 
Science Award 2024 for the European project SeaPaCS supported the crea7on of the CO>SEA 
team, which aims to generate transforma7ve local knowledge in ocean governance. 

Among the ac7vi7es of the research team, Sapienza University of Rome supported the pilot 
project ‘CoSea_Lab. Collabora7ve laboratory for the sea and socio-environmental 
sustainability in the Gulf of Anzio', through the dedicated programme “Bando Terza Missione 
2024”.  

Informa/on and updates: 

https://crowdusg.net/cosea/ 

https://crowdusg.net/2025/04/05/cosea-pilot_socio-geographical-explorations-in-the-anzio-sea/ 

Chiara Certomà – chiara.certoma@uniroma1.it; Federico Fornaro – federico.fornaro@raw-
news.net; Caterina Pozzobon – caterina.pozzobon@uniroma1.it; Luca Bertocci – 
luca.bertocci@uniroma1.it 
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